Grade 4 Lesson:

Locating Forests and Deserts

1-4 Reference to English

Standard(s): 1.0A.1 Domain:

Content Objective(s):

Language Objective(s):

Locate examples of areas that have characteristics of
wetlands, forests, or deserts in Utah.

Based upon information gathered, classify areas of Utah
that are generally identified as wetlands, forests, or
deserts.

Essential Understanding:

Academic Vocabulary for Word Wall:¥ . Zxtk. &
. ®E. FR

Listen: Y. ZM., &, HE. FiE

Read:

Write:

Speak: Y&, bk, A, FHE. FiE

Materials:
[] “My Environments Book”

[] Reference Materials including a Physical Map of
Utah

[l Various Art Supplies

Additional Lesson Vocabulary:

Sentence Frames:

Lesson: Locating Forests and Deserts

Instructional Time:




Opening: (10 minutes)

T: What is a forest? (brainstorm ideas) 4 f&#A2(0i 7713%)

T: Forests include oak, pine, aspen, and juniper areas where trees are a major feature of the environment. #
PREL BTG . AR Ll BH B A b X S St b AR AN 3R 5R .

T: Let’s learn more forests.F Aok 2% 81 2 J¢ T AR bR e .

Introduction to New Material (Direct Instruction): (7 minutes)
Locating Forests:

Have the students turn to the Locating Forests and Deserts Map in their “My Environments Book.”

Identify and label the middle section “Forests.”

Next, give each student a copy of the Forests Worksheet.

Use the reference materials and physical map of Utah to complete and answer the questions about this
region and label the map together.

(Note: This is modeling the process of finding and recording information to help students be successful
in the next activity - Locating Deserts.)
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Guided Practice: (10 minutes)

Locating Deserts:

[] Now that students are familiar with the maps, reference materials, and worksheet, let’s look at Utah’s
deserts.

T: What is a desert? (brainstorm ideas)ft4 /& Vb0 /713%)

T: Deserts are areas where the lack of water provides and environment where plants needing little water are a

major feature. VD2 FREk Z K N IR M X DA e R A K 4 SRR A vl AR K A5G o

T: Let’s learn more deserts. AR T LTy En,

T: The deserts of Utah fall into three regions: Great Basin Desert, Mojave Desert, and Colorado Plateau. Label

these regions on the map. WAt Vb E N =/ X3 R Gy b . BENG Yy bt R BHO R 22 i i o 7R B bR HY X Sl ol

Divide the students into three groups.
Assign each group one of the three deserts to research and give them the corresponding worksheet.

When everyone is finished, present and share the information that was learned. Have the rest of the
students update their maps as well.

[

Independent Practice: (6 minutes)

Create a Forest and Desert:

T: Let’s make our own forest and desert. A1 A ARAR K by,

[] Divide students into two groups. One will create a forest and the other a desert.

[] Assign a wall or area in the classroom to be your “forest” and another area to be the “desert.”

[] Have the students use art supplies such as butcher paper, construction paper, paint, crayons, markers, etc.
to draw, cut, and glue together forest and desert environments.

Closing: (4 minutes)
T: We’ll add more plants and animals to our environments. FATEAE H OR8N T 2 (KR K 507
Assessment:




