Grade 4

Lesson:

Classifying Plants and Animals

1-11 Reference to English

Standard(s):

1.0A.1 Domain:

Content Objective(s):

Language Objective(s):

Use a simple classification system to classify
unfamiliar Utah plants and animals.

Explain how scientists use classification schemes.

Essential Understanding:

Academic Vocabulary for Word Wall:

Listen:
Read:
Write:
Speak:
Materials: Additional Lesson Vocabulary:
[] “My Environments Book”
[] Items to Sort (buttons, Chex Party Mix, pasta, Sentence Frames:
manipulatives)
[] Collection of Leaves
[] 2 Tree Classification Keys (list and dichotomous)
[] Animal Pictures
[] 2 Animal Classification Keys (list and
dichotomous)
[l 3x5 Index Card (1 per student)

Lesson:

Classifying Plants and Animals

Instructional Time:




Opening: (10 minutes)

[] Give students a variety of items to sort (Ex: buttons, Chex Party Mix, pasta, math manipulatives, etc.)
[] Have them sort the items into groups.
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Introduction to New Material (Direct Instruction): (7 minutes)

History of Classification:

T: SEMBEBYEGARABER LRI RAAR, RNAEZEFERFF I X PR, X5 £ FHHFERMNR
F 3t 4 % B ko
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Guided Practice: (10 minutes)
Classifying Plants:
T: A Utch # & LK ERE SRt ART GRS A AR S 69 BRI E — 2 RESEMATAR BBk — sk ddet, RTREF &
TR E—%, BRESEE KSR,
(Note: The leaf collection can be laminated and reused in the future.)
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Select a sample leaf and use it to model the classification process for the students. Record the answer in
their “My Environments Book.”
[] Have students use the keys to classify several leaves and the trees they came from. Record answers.

[] Discuss and correctly identify the leaves, so students can check their work.

Classifying Animals:

T ZEMN—RAE-TEANELRYYEXAR. BEANFLE-DABH ARG XAR (FlRF = IH)
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Select a sample animal card and use it to model the classification process for the students. Record the
answer in their “My Environments Book.”

Give students a set of animal cards (without names).

Have them use the keys to classify several animals. Record answers.

Discuss and correctly identify the animals, so students can check their work.

Note: The Classification Keys only go to the type of animal (mammal, bird, fish, insect, etc.) Students will
only be expected to list this type of animal rather than its individual name (butterfly, moose, red fox, etc.)
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Independent Practice: (6 minutes)
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Give each student a 3x5 card.

On one side have them draw a new animal. Have them consider the characteristics listed on the keys
while they create.

On the back of the card have them list the animal group in which their animal fits (mammal, bird, fish,
insect, etc.)

Trade cards with a friend and see if you can correctly classify their new animal. Check the answer on the
back.

Trade cards again and repeat the process a few more times.
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Closing: (4 minutes)
[] Can the students use the classification key to correctly identify the imaginary animal?




Assessment:




