Grade 4

Lesson:

Endangered!

1-10 Reference to English

Standard(s): 1.0A.1

Domain:

Content Objective(s):

Language Objective(s):

Find examples of endangered Utah plants and animals

and describe steps being taken to protect them.

Essential Understanding:

Academic Vocabulary for Word Wall:
Listen:

Read:
Write:
Speak:
Materials: Additional Lesson Vocabulary:
[] “My Environments Book”
[] Construction Signs Sentence Frames:
[] Construction Tape or Masking Tape
[] Computer Lab or Printed Information
[] Poster board (1 per group)
[l Various Art Supplies

Lesson: Endangered!

Instructional Time:




Opening: (10 minutes)
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While students are at recess, mark off large areas of the classroom with construction tape or masking tape
and place construction signs in those areas such as: Construction Zone, Do Not Enter, Future Home of:
_____,etc.

Be sure to block off access to their backpacks and lunches.

Block off at least half of the classroom. Leave some desks in the construction/do not enter area while
crowding others into the remaining open area.

When the students return from recess, discuss what has occurred.
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What will the students do whose desks are in the construction area?
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Introduction to New Material (Direct Instruction): (7 minutes)
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Extinct, Endangered, Threatened:
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Extinct: a species that has disappeared from the world (dinosaurs)
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Endangered: a species that is in danger of becoming extinct
Threatened: a species that is in danger of becoming endangered
Record these definitions in their “My Environments Book.”

Guided Practice: (10 minutes)
Teacher Demonstration:
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Black-footed Ferret ald Eagle Humpback Chub

Grizzly Peregrine Falcon Bonvytail

Gray Wolf Mexican Spotted Owl Razorback Sucker

Utah Prairie Dog Southwestern Willow Flycatcher June Sucker

feir % XA % Virgin River Chub

Desert Tortoise Kanab Ambersnail Colorado Squawfish
Utah Valvata Woundfin

Have students select one of the endangered species from the list to research. Divide them into groups
based on selections.

Have the students look up the information about each endangered species on the following website:
http://wildlife.utah.gov/habitat/pdf/endgspec.pdf

Have students read and record the information about each species in their “My Environments Book.”
Their research will include:

Description Distribution and Habitat
Life History Threats and Reasons for Decline
Recovery Efforts How You Can Help

Have groups create a Wanted Poster for their chosen animal. Include the researched information (physical
description, habitat, reasons for decline, and recovery efforts) on the poster.

Present the posters and information to the rest of the class.




Assessment:




